To be used at events such as a Board of Education meeting, District meeting, PTA night

Talking Points for the Announcement of the State Language Teacher of the Year Award

e Award Announcement:

o

We are thrilled to announce that [Recipient's Full Name], a language teacher
at [Recipient's School], has been named the 2024 [State] Language Teacher
of the Year.

This prestigious award recognizes outstanding contributions to language
education and highlights the dedication and excellence of educators in this
field.

e Recipient’s Achievements:

o

©)

o

[Recipient's Name] has been an invaluable member of our educational
community for [number] years.

They are known for their innovative teaching methods, which have
significantly enhanced students' language proficiency. [Provide examples.]
Their efforts go beyond language skills, fostering a deep understanding and
appreciation of different cultures.

[For example, under [Recipient's Name]'s guidance, our Spanish immersion
program has seen remarkable success both in enrollment and in proficiency
levels, and their cultural exchange initiatives have broadened our students’
perspectives.]

e Importance of Language Education

o

Multilingualism is highly sought after by employers across all sectors, with
90% of U.S. employers relying on employees who speak more than one
language.

Making decisions in a second language promotes reason-driven choices,

providing the objectivity needed for clear, systematic thinking.

Multilingual individuals tend to have better memory, problem-solving skills,
concentration, and creativity, along with a reduced risk of cognitive decline
as they age.

Understanding a language is the key to appreciating its associated culture,
fostering empathy, tolerance, and a deeper connection to diverse traditions
and customs.


https://www.languageconnectsfoundation.org/programs-initiatives/research/making-languages-our-business
https://www.languageconnectsfoundation.org/lcf-footnotes/catherine-caldwell-harris-how-knowing-a-foreign-language-can-improve-your-decisions-scientific-american-2012-https-www-scientificamerican
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Mastering a second language improves understanding of your first language
and makes it easier to learn additional languages, encouraging lifelong

language learning.

e Impact on Students and Community:
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[Recipient's Name]’s influence extends well beyond the classroom,
enriching our entire community.

They inspire students to love languages and embrace cultural diversity,
preparing them for a globalized world.

[Share a personal anecdote or quote from a student, parent, or colleague to
highlight [Recipient's Name]’s positive impact.]

e Recognition and Gratitude:

o
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We are incredibly proud of [Recipient's Name] and deeply grateful for their
contributions to our district.

This award is a testament to their hard work, creativity, and the profound
impact they have on students and colleagues.

e Closing Remarks:

o

Let’s all join in congratulating [Recipient's Name] on this well-deserved
honor.

Thank you for being here to celebrate this remarkable achievement.

Let us continue to support and recognize the outstanding educators in our
community who make a difference every day.


http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/02/110201110915.htm

