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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Click on a question to learn more!

e How manuy languages are offered at PRHS?

e Which language should | take?

e How many language courses do | need to take?

e Why would | need more than two courses?

e What are the benefits of taking a language?

e What are the benefits of taking an AP language
course?

e Whatis the Seal of BilinguoIism/BiIiterocg?‘fﬁB
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wWhich languages are

- offered at PRHS?
Chinese, French, German, Latin, Spanish, and
Spanish for Native & Heritage Speakers are
offered from beginning through AP levels. With

eight semesters at PRHS you can take one or
more languages!
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which language
~—~J~ should | take?
The short answer is whichever you want!
Students tend to do best studying the language
that most interests them. While there are
arguments for taking one over another, learning

ANY new language has great benetfits.
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How many language
>~ courses do | need to take?
You may have heard that taking two courses is

all you need, but most four-year colleges
recommend AT LEAST three.
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. WHY would | need
QL™ more than 2 courses?

There are many benefits. Some
universities require 3-4 foreign language credits for
admission. Also, HOPE and other scholarships use
the number of language courses as distinguishing
factors. Taking more language classes can make
you eligible for the Seal of Bi-literacy and for
membership in various honor societies. You can get
a cord for graduation and a cool seal on your
diploma!
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. What are the benefits
' of taking a language?

There are all sorts of cognitive benefits
for students of languages, including increased
problem solving and critical thinking skills. These can
translate to higher standardized test scores.
Bilingual individuals tend to be better speakers and
isteners and empathize more with others.

BACK T0 HOME
PEACHTREE RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT



. What are the benefits of
QL[> taking an AP language
" course?
While all AP courses offer the benefit of possible
college credit, AP language courses can earn
successful students up to 2-3 times more credit

than other exams—up to 12 credits at some
Georgia universities.
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What is the Seal of

Biliteracy?

The Seal of Biliteracy is an award given in
recognition of students who have studied and
attained proficiency in two or more languages by
high school graduation.

Many employers take language abilities into
consideration when hiring and offer differential
pay for employees who speak more than ﬂ
one language.
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We offer five languages.
|

\ Click on a language to learn more!

Chinese

French

German

| atin

Spanish

Spanish for Native & Heritage Speakers fﬁb

~
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[HIN[S[ Did you know?

China is the most populous nation in the
world.

* One-fifth of the planet speaks Chinese.

% China has one of the largest economies of
the world and one of our most important
trading partners.

* Many US companies do business and hold
investments in China.

N,
ER
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Level 1

Level 2

Beginning Chinese
Chinese Tand 2

In this course, you will begin to read, write, understand, and
speak Chinese, as you learn about Chinese culture. By the end
of the semester, you will be able to have simple conversations
about likes/dislikes, personality, school, family, and food.

As you continue your studies, you will expand your reading,
writing, listening, and speaking skills, as you learn more about
Chinese culture. By the end of the semester, you will be able to
communicate in the present and past tenses about topics
including travel, childhood, technology, and health and
wellness. You will write compositions, give simple

presentations, speak with others, and work with /
authentic materials in Chinese. AR
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Intermediate Chinese
Chinese 3 and 4

You will continue to develop your skills in reading, writing,
listening, and speaking, while learning more about culture. As
you combine learned material with new concepts, and continue
to work with authentic texts, you will learn to express yourself in
a more complex way. Topics include: media, careers, health,
cultural perspective, art and literature.

Level 3

In addition to refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will deepen your knowledge of mediaq,

| evel 4 careers, health, cultural perspective, art, and literature. You
will continue working with authentic materials while expanding

your understanding of Chinese culture. ﬂ

BACK TO HOME
PEACHTREE RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT



Level 5

AP
Chinese
Language
& Culture

Advanced Chinese
Chinese 5 and Advanced Placement

As you continue refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will explore these key themes: Families &
Communities, Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities,
Global Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science &
Technology. You will continue working with authentic materials
while expanding your understanding of Chinese culture.

This final semester of Chinese prepares you to be successful on
the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam. You will polish your
interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational skills as you
focus on communicating about Families & Communities,

Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities, Global
Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science & Tech.f--@b
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H([N[H Did you know?

*

French is not just spoken in France.

More than 300 million people speak French
on the five continents.

Learning French opens a world of travel and
study opportunities for you.

Being able to speak French gives you an
advantage in the international job market.
French is the language of culture, cooking,
fashion, theater, visual art, and dance.
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Level 1

Level 2

Beginning French
French 1 and 2

In this course, you will begin to read, write, understand, and
speak French, as you learn about the cultures of
French-speaking countries. By the end of the semester, you will
be able to have simple conversations about likes/dislikes,
personality, school, family, and food.

As you continue your studies, you will expand your reading,
writing, listening, and speaking skills, as you learn more about
French-speaking cultures. By the end of the semester, you will
be able to communicate in the present and past tenses about
topics including travel, childhood, technology, and health and
wellness. You will write compositions, give simple

presentations, speak with others, and work with
authentic materials in French. AN
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Intermediate French
French 3 and 4

You will continue to develop your skills in reading, writing,
listening, and speaking, while learning more about culture. As
you combine learned material with new concepts, and continue
to work with authentic texts, you will learn to express yourself in
a more complex way. Topics include: media, careers, health,
cultural perspective, art and literature.

Level 3

In addition to refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will deepen your knowledge of mediaq,

| evel 4 careers, health, cultural perspective, art, and literature. You
will continue working with authentic materials while expanding

your understanding of French culture. ﬂ
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Level 5

AP French
Language
& Culture

Advanced French
French 5 and Advanced Placement

As you continue refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will explore these key themes: Families &
Communities, Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities,
Global Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science &
Technology. You will continue working with authentic materials
while expanding your understanding of French culture.

This final semester of French prepares you to be successful on
the AP French Language and Culture exam. You will polish your
interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational skills as you
focus on communicating about Families & Communities,

Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities, Global
Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science & Tech.f--@b
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C[RMAN Did you know?

* X X %

German comes from the same language
family as English.

You can attend university in Germany for
free.

Germany is the largest European trade
partner with the US.

Germans are world leaders in Science and
Engineering.

Many great musicians and philosophers

have come from Germany. ..
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Level 1

Level 2

Beginning German
German 1and 2

In this course, you will begin to read, write, understand, and
speak German, as you learn about German culture. By the end
of the semester, you will be able to have simple conversations
about likes/dislikes, personality, school, family, and food.

As you continue your studies, you will expand your reading,
writing, listening, and speaking skills, as you learn more about
German culture. By the end of the semester, you will be able to
communicate in the present and past tenses about topics
including travel, childhood, technology, and health and
wellness. You will write compositions, give simple

presentations, speak with others, and work with
authentic materials in German. =
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Level 3

Level 4

Intermediate German

German 3 and 4

You will continue to develop your skills in reading, writing,
listening, and speaking, while learning more about culture. As
you combine learned material with new concepts, and continue
to work with authentic texts, you will learn to express yourself in
a more complex way. Topics include: media, careers, health,
cultural perspective, art and literature.

In addition to refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will deepen your knowledge of mediaq,
careers, health, cultural perspective, art, and literature. You
will continue working with authentic materials while expanding

your understanding of German culture. ﬂ
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Level 5

AP
German
Language
& Culture

Advanced German
German 5 and Advanced Placement

As you continue refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will explore these key themes: Families &
Communities, Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities,
Global Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science &
Technology. You will continue working with authentic materials
while expanding your understanding of German culture.

This final semester of German prepares you to be successful on
the AP German Language and Culture exam. You will polish your
interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational skills as you
focus on communicating about Families & Communities,

Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities, Global
Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science & Tech.f--@b
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MHN Did you know?

* As the language of the Romans, Latin is the

anguage of history and Western Civilization.

% Half of our English vocabulary is made up of

| atin words and roots.

* Many words used in medicine and other
Sciences are derived from Latin.

% Latin is the language of law, government,

logic, and theology.
I ™
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Level 1

Level 2

Beginning Latin
Latin Tand 2

In this course, you will begin to read in Latin, and strengthen
your English reading and vocabulary skills. You will learn about
the daily lives of the Romans and make comparisons with
today’s society through readings, discussions, activities, and
projects. You will also begin to study Greco-Roman mythology.

As you continue your studies, you will expand your reading
skills, and continue to and strengthen your English reading and
vocabulary skills. Through readings, discussions, activities, and
projects, you will inquire a more in-depth knowledge about the
daily lives and history of the Romans. You will begin to initiate

basic conversations, respond to more complex
statements, and read aloud in Latin. f@b
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Level 3

Level 4

Intermediate Latin
Latin 3 and 4

You will continue to develop your skills in reading, writing,
listening, and speaking, while learning more about culture. As
you combine learned material with new concepts, and continue
to work with authentic texts, you will learn to express yourself in
a more complex way. Topics include: media, careers, health,
cultural perspective, art and literature.

In addition to refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will deepen your knowledge of mediaq,
careers, health, cultural perspective, art, and literature. You
will continue working with authentic materials while expanding

your understanding of Roman daily lives and culture. ﬂ
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Level 5

AP Latin

Advanced Latin

Latin 5 and Advanced Placement

You will continue refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, as you will read authentic texts of the Romans
and analyze the linguistic and literary merits of these works.
Through these texts, you will broaden your understanding of the

history, culture, geography, and values of people all over the
Roman Empire.

This final semester of Latin prepares you to be successful on the
AP Latin exam. You will refine your interpretive reading skills by
analyzing both poetry and prose and expand your knowledge

of Roman culture, history, and mythology.
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SPANISH Did you know?

% Spanish is the 4th most spoken language in
the world.

* Being able to speak Spanish makes you
more marketable as an employee in many
areas of the US.

% Learning Spanish opens up a world of travel
possibilities. Besides the US, there are 21
Spanish-speaking countries in the world.

* Enjoy music, theater, film, and literature

in their original Spanish forms.

BACK TO HOME
PEACHTREE RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT



Level 1

Level 2

Beginning Spanish
Spanish 1Tand 2

In this course, you will begin to read, write, understand, and
speak Spanish, as you learn about Hispanic culture. By the end
of the semester, you will be able to have simple conversations
about likes/dislikes, personality, school, family, and food.

As you continue your studies, you will expand your reading,
writing, listening, and speaking skills, as you learn more about
Hispanic culture. By the end of the semester, you will be able to
communicate in the present and past tenses about topics
including travel, childhood, technology, and health and
wellness. You will write compositions, give simple
presentations, speak with others, and work with ﬂ
authentic materials in Spanish. ~
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Intermediate Spanish
Spanish 3 and 4

You will continue to develop your skills in reading, writing,
listening, and speaking, while learning more about culture. As
you combine learned material with new concepts, and continue
to work with authentic texts, you will learn to express yourself in
a more complex way. Topics include: media, careers, health,
cultural perspective, art and literature.

Level 3

In addition to refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will deepen your knowledge of mediaq,

| evel 4 careers, health, cultural perspective, art, and literature. You
will continue working with authentic materials while expanding

your understanding of Hispanic culture. ﬂ

BACK TO HOME
PEACHTREE RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT



Level 5

AP
Spanish
Language
& Culture

Advanced Spanish
Spanish 5 and AP Language & Culture

As you continue refining your reading, writing, listening, and
speaking skills, you will explore these key themes: Families &
Communities, Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities,
Global Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science &
Technology. You will continue working with authentic materials
while expanding your understanding of Hispanic culture.

This final semester of Spanish prepares you to be successful on
the AP Spanish Language and Culture exam. You will polish your
interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational skills as you
focus on communicating about Families & Communities,

Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities, Global
Challenges, Beauty & Aesthetics, and Science & Tech.f--@b
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Advanced Spanish
Spanish 5 and AP Literature & Culture

This two-semester sequence is designed for students who are

L evel 5 passionate about reading and writing in Spanish. You will
continue to develop interpretive, interpersonal, and

and presentational skills in Spanish language, as you immerse
yourself in Hispanic culture through the eyes of

AP world-renowned authors and artists.

Spanish

Literature Completing these courses prepares you to be successful on the
& Culture | AP Spanish Literature and Culture Exam (equivalent to

college-level introductory Spanish literature course).
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Spanish for Native Speakers
SNS 1-2-3

This course is designed for heritage speakers of Spanish. You
do NOT need to be completely fluent to take this course. You will
develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, while
exploring issues related to identity, Hispanic cultures,
language variation, customs, geography, history, and current
events.

SNS 1

These courses are designed for native and heritage speakers
of Spanish with strong literacy skills in Spanish. You will develop
advanced reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, and
deepen understanding of issues related to identity, Hispanic
cultures, language variation, customs, geographuy, historu,

and current events.
*Placement is determined by a diagnostic assessment. Interested in taking SNS? Click here to R

access the Placement Test. Contact nina hidalgo@qg.gcpsk12.org for more info. BA(K TO HUME

SNS 2-3
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https://instruction.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/d2l/le/content/1767752/viewContent/42289567/View
https://instruction.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/d2l/le/content/1767752/viewContent/42289567/View
mailto:nina_hidalgo@g.gcpsk12.org
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IIPROF”
HUTSELL

Teaches: French 3 - AP French. She loves them all!

Grew personally by traveling: Being able to travel
~really got me out of my shell. Being able to speak
the language when needed gave me confidence.

wants you to know: Knowing languages makes it
. eqasier to get into college and easier to find jobs. It

boosts Hope Scholarship GPA. All the things. aﬁb
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Teaches: French 1/2/3/4 - She loves them alll But also loves
~ to have kids come back to her in French 3 & 4.

. Learning French made travel easier: Studying abroad! |
was able to travel by myself and get to where | needed to go
. because | knew the language. | practiced speaking so much

- that they thought | was French! And that’s the best

~ compliment ever!

wants you to know: This is the 21st century. In order to
 be competitive in the workforce and to be a global AN

Citizen, students need to know another language! BA&%%
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Teaches: French1& 2.

Became a better communicator: Learning French helped me to
learn how to interact and express myself better not just in another
language, but in English as well! | can exchange ideas and opinions
with people outside of my cultural bubble and be more
marketable in the workforce thanks to my communication abilities!

- Wants you to know: Learning a language is a brand new skilll So
even if you feel like other subjects in school are difficult, d‘ﬂ |
learning a language is an opportunity for you to shine! e |
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

H2Z i

Teaches: ALL levels of Chinese. (Level 1- AP)

Sees many benefits to learning chinese:

Do business with China, Work in China.

 Former students went to Emory, UGA, and Georgia Tech
- with full scholarships minoring in Chinese.

Wants you to know: knowing languages BOOSTs your
CV/resume and college application. It makes you
= stand out among your peers. ﬁﬁ} i
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> DEUTSCHE BUNDESédST; i

Teaches: German | - AP German.

Learned by living abroad: | spent part of my childhood
~in Germany. | love teaching German and getting to know
- all of my students. For me, the best part of being o

~ German teacher is that | get to teach my students all of

' the levels of German,

 Wants you to know: You are not just learning a new

- language, you are opening doors to an entirely newaﬂb
V.

- world. i
. BACK T0 HOME.-..
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

° — -2 L .;.M ; “’ ‘
. Teaches: Latin1,2,3, &AP Latin.

Latin = time-travel: Learning Latin helped me learn that | could learn about a new culture and

\ time travel to that culture by reading in Latin and all about the Romans. | learned that SO MUCH of
our world today from the time we use (a.m. and p.m.) to our government structure comes from the
i Romans. At times, Romans seem just like us as people and then at other times they seem like they
come from a different planet, but they're always fascinating!

Wants you to know: Students who learn Latin typically score very highly on the Reading Sections
. of the SAT and ACT because Latin helps students build English vocabulary and make connections
» with unfamiliar words. Latin students not only improve their Language Arts and History skills but
also learn vocabulary that helps with Science, especially Medical Terminology. (Ever wondered

i why doctors say "Stat?” You'll find out in Latin!) Students leave Latin feeling like they see an<
understand more about the world because the Romans affected so much of our lives
» today. In addition, students who score a 3, 4, or 5 earn generous college credit for the -

. AP Latin exam and can earn credit for multiple language classes. _&&
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

PROFE
HIDALGO

Teaches: Spanish for Native Speakers, Spanish 2 & 4.

. Travel changed her life: Studying abroad in Chile was one of

the most memorable experiences of my life. | got to travel and |
. explore, learned to speak Spanish fluently, made lifelong friends,
- and met my husband there. Now, | can use Spanish everyday as
a teacher, to help people in the community, and when | travel.

wants you to know: Learning any new language opens a world
- of possibilities to you: more opportunities for emplogmen{t;N ;
. friendship, and travel. .
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"S[NORA BLANCD”

. WHITE

Teaches: Spanish 1& 2.

. Was inspired by her teacher: My Spanish teacher changed my life;
- | knew the second week of Spanish that | would forever be o

. Spanish teacher, truly! She immediately showed me how speaking a
. new language gave me VIP access to new cultures, people, places,

. and all the things | already loved and valued (travel, food,

. adventures). The best parts of my life all take root in my language

. studies.

wants you to know: Languages and acquiring new languages
. IS supposed to be enjoyable, fun, funny, silly, identity-based, {ﬁb =

. uncomfortable, exciting = alllllll the feels! &

USSR OR TR BACK TO HOME....
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

SENORA
DELEAN

Teaches: Spnish 2,4, & AP Spanish Literature.

Benefited from learning ENGLISH as her second language: Learning English
helped me get a job in the USA, | was an exchange student in MI, where | fell in
love with this country and its culture.

. Many of my former students and current students are doing great things with
. their Spanish, some, have become teachers, other students had traveled and now
they live in a Hispanic country or work for an international companu.

. Wants you to know: learning languages opens your mind and it gives you the
. global vision needed for today's business world. Most people from other
countries already know 2 languages or more, learning a second language w'"
help
you be at their level; learning more that 2 languages will give you even

_moreofanadvantage. T
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Teaches: Spanish 2, 5, & AP Spanish Language and Culture.

Has seen students benefit from learning Spanish: Learning the language has definitely
helped me with culture understanding and with communication in general.

This is my 13th year teaching, so I've had many students who have gone on to use the
language in their future careers. I've had many former students who have majored or
minored in Spanish and/or traveled abroad or lived abroad for a period of time because of
their interest and skill in language learning.

Wants you to know: Learning any language is a huge benefit for EVERY career. The ability
to communicate in a different language only opens doors and widens opportunities, both
personally and professionally. People who know more than 1 language are also better able
to learn another language, and they tend to be more culturally aware than those whce

only know 1language. In addition, studies show that students who study other d‘ﬂ

languages tend to do better in their other classes because language learning AN
touches on so many other subjects.
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

SENORA
RATLIFF

Teaches: spanish1,2,&3

- Loves new cultures: Learning Spanish was my
escape from what | saw as a boring family heritage. |
thought that all other cultures were much cooler than my
. own as a kid.

- Wants you to know: Learning languages helps you

to understand other people and perspectives better.
- |t's bigger than the language itself. : . |
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

SENORA
MILLER

Is a lifelong learner: Learning another language opened up more of the

. world to me. | can communicate with more people and a large variety of

. people on a daily basis as well as traveling. | love that I'm always learning
something new about the language no matter how long | have been using it.
. One of my students, who | taught for 4 years, ended up doing a year abroad
. in college in Chile. She has gone back to college to get her Master's degree in
. Foreign Language Education.
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Wants you to know: Knowing more than one language opens up more of

. the world to you. In the United States, there is a small percentage of CN :
. people who speak more than one language. Knowing just one other = E] | g
. g3

language gives you more opportunities for work and travel.
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