ACTFL

Language Connects

HOUR OF Al 2025

Activity Plan: Al Interchange — Al Conversation
for World Language Students

Audience: Middle school, high school, or postsecondary world language learners
Duration: 60 minutes
Setting: Classroom with internet-connected devices (laptops, tablets, or shared computers)

Learning Objectives

e Inspire students to see how Al can help them connect globally, communicate across
cultures, and shape a better future.

o Demystify Al as a tool, showing how it works in language learning and communication.

o Develop Al literacy by practicing “Interacting with Al” and “Understanding Al
Capabilities & Limitations.”

e Encourage continued exploration of Al for language and cultural learning beyond the
activity.

Agenda (60 minutes)

1. Warm-Up (10 minutes) — “What Can Al Do for Us?”

e Activity: Teacher asks: “Imagine you could instantly talk with anyone in the world—what
would you ask them?”
e Students brainstorm in pairs (in target language if appropriate) and share answers.



o Al link: Teacher introduces Al as a tool that makes some of this possible—through
translation, conversation partners, and cultural exchange.
e Rubric alignment:
o (Inspiration): Students imagine shaping a better future with Al.
o (Demystify): Teacher briefly explains that Al uses patterns in language to
generate text, not “thinking like a human.”

2. Guided Exploration (15 minutes) — “Al as a Language Partner”

e Activity: In small groups, students use an Al chatbot (like ChatGPT) to:
o Ask Al questions in the target language (on hobbies, school, or cultural topics).
o Request feedback on their grammar or word choice.
o Translate a short message they wrote and compare the translation to their own
attempt.
o Teacher role: Circulates, prompting groups to think critically about whether Al’'s answers
are accurate or too literal.
e Rubric alignment:
o (Al literacy): Students practice evaluating Al responses and recognizing
limitations (e.g., “This sounds correct, but does it capture cultural nuance?”).

3. Main Activity (25 minutes) — “Al Interchange”

e Set-up: Each group receives a cultural scenario (e.g., planning a trip abroad, ordering
food, interviewing someone from another country, or solving a local/global challenge).
e Task: Students must:
1. Use Al to help generate part of a conversation in the target language.
2. Role-play the conversation as if they are engaging with a real person.
3. Reflect on how Al made the exchange easier—or where it fell short.
e Extension: Groups share highlights of their role-play with the class.
e Rubric alignment:
o Students envision practical, global conversations enabled by Al.
o They develop Al literacy by critiquing the strengths and weaknesses of Al as a
partner.

4. Reflection & Extension (10 minutes) — “Al Beyond Today”

e Discussion prompts:
o “How could Al help you connect with people in the future?”



“What do you need to watch out for when using Al for language learning ?”
o “What careers could Al and language skills open for you?”

e Teacher provides resources: Links to free Al tools for language learning, articles on Al in
global communication, and info on careers (e.g., Al ethics, localization, international
business).

e Rubric alignment:

o Encourages ongoing learning, exploration of careers, and ethical awareness.

Rubric Coverage

e (Inspires): Warm-up and main activity emphasize shaping a future where students can
connect globally with Al.

o (Demystifies): Teacher intro + guided practice explain Al in clear, age-appropriate ways.

e (Al literacy): Students practice evaluating Al’s accuracy, bias, and limitations in real-
world tasks.

e (Encourages ongoing): Reflection links to lifelong learning, career possibilities, and
continued Al use.

Teacher Materials

e Simple slideshow or handout explaining:
o What Al is (pattern-based prediction, not human thought).
o Examples of Al in everyday life (translation apps, voice assistants).
o The chosen Al tool (with safe use guidelines).

e Scenario cards with cultural contexts.

Learner Outcomes

By the end of the Hour of Al, students will:

Experience Al as a conversation partner in a new language.

Recognize Al’s potential and limitations in cross-cultural communication.
Imagine personal and global futures where Al can help them connect.
Be motivated to explore Al tools and careers beyond the activity.
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