
ACTFL FUTURE TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP 

Recipient Information Sheet 

IMPORTANT: You are responsible for informing us of any updates to your contact 
information—including your email address, name, mailing address, or educational 
institution—by emailing scholarships@actfl.org. 

 

AWARD AMOUNT 

When you first receive the scholarship as a high school senior or an undergraduate 
student, your funding level will be determined by the total number of credit hours you have 
already completed by the end of the Spring term of the academic year in which you apply. 
The chart below outlines how awards are distributed for undergraduate students and how 
remaining full-time payment years are calculated: 

Hours 
Completed 

Classification Initial Award Amount 
Full-Time Payments 
Remaining 

0–26 Freshman 
$1,500 ($750 per 
semester) 

3 Years 

27–56 Sophomore 
$1,500 ($750 per 
semester) 

2 Years 

57–86 Junior 
$1,500 ($750 per 
semester) 

1 Year 

87–120+ Senior 
$1,500 ($750 per 
semester) 

0 

The same award amounts apply for students enrolled in two-year institutions. 

  

Graduate students enrolled in a Master’s degree program leading to certification, or in 
another graduate certification program will be awarded $500 for two academic years or 
completion of the program, whichever comes first for a cumulative total of $1,000. 

 

REQUIREMENTS TO RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 



• Be U.S. citizens, nationals, or permanent residents attending secondary schools in 
the United States or a U.S. territory. 

• Either: 
o be a high school senior at the time of application and have been accepted 

and are planning to pursue a degree at an accredited U.S. post-secondary 
institution, leading to credentialing as a language educator; or 

o be a current undergraduate student at a U.S post-secondary institution, in a 
program leading to credentialing as a language educator; or 

o be a graduate student at a U.S. post-secondary institution, in a graduate-
level program leading to credentialing as a language educator. 

• Have taken at least two years of the same language in high school or post-
secondary studies, or present documentation of proficiency results from an ACTFL 
Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI), the ACTFL Assessment of Performance Toward 
Proficiency (AAPPL), or any comparable assessment. *Please contact us if you have 
questions on this requirement. 

• Have maintained a 3.0 or higher GPA overall (on a 4.0 scale). 
• Students at both two-year and four-year undergraduate post-secondary institutions 

are eligible to apply. 
• Applicants may not be related to any ACTFL staff member. 

Due to the urgent shortage currently in this field, deferrals will not be permitted. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT POLICIES 

Scholarship funds will be sent directly to your college or university and distributed 
according to the institution’s policies, typically in equal installments each semester (Fall 
and Spring). You must be registered for the required number of credit hours at a single 
institution per semester. The scholarship cannot be divided among multiple schools within 
the same academic year. 

For undergraduates: The initial scholarship is granted for one academic year and may be 
renewed for up to three additional years (for a maximum of four years or $6,000 total), 
contingent upon available funding or until you complete your bachelor’s degree, whichever 
comes first. You may use your fourth-year payment for graduate study if you have already 
earned your undergraduate degree and have one year of eligibility remaining. To apply this 
option, email scholarships@actfl.org. Only one year of graduate-level funding may be 
used. 

 



REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOLARSHIP RENEWAL 

Renewals are not automatic and require completion of a yearly renewal application. 
Students seeking renewal must: 

• Provide college or university transcripts annually to show proof of a GPA of 3.0 or 
higher overall (on a 4.0 scale). 

• Submit proof of continued enrollment (if not shown in transcript). 
• Complete a brief annual survey to report on their experience. 
• Verify at the conclusion of their junior year of a bachelor's degree that they remain 

enrolled in a degree program leading to credentialing as a language educator. If not 
clearly demonstrated by completed coursework on their transcript at that time, 
recipients must also submit a signed letter of recommendation from their academic 
advisor, indicating the advisor’s assessment of both the viability of their plan and 
the applicant’s commitment to pursue a career as a language educator. 

• The Future Teacher Scholarship Program participation is not limited to students who 
remain at a single institution throughout all four years: Those who transfer must 
notify ACTFL and provide updated contact information in a timely manner. 

 

If your GPA falls below 3.0, you are required to meet with ACTFL staff to discuss your 
situation. 

Scholarship renewal may continue (as long as funds are available) until you: 

• Earn your degree or certification (and are not immediately pursuing graduate study), 
or 

• Receive the equivalent of four years of scholarship payments ($6,000) for 
undergraduates, and two years of scholarship payments for graduate students 
($1,000). 

 

APPEALS FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

If your scholarship is at risk of termination or has been discontinued, you may appeal due 
to extenuating circumstances. You will receive an email outlining your status and available 
options, including the appeal process. 

A typical appeal includes: 

• A written explanation of your circumstances 

• A copy of your unofficial transcript 



• Any applicable documentation verifying the situation 

Appeals must be submitted by the deadline stated in your notification email. If your appeal 
is denied, you will no longer receive scholarship funding, and your ACTFL membership will 
end. 

 

CONTINUING ON: GRADUATE SCHOOL OPTION 

Recipients who complete their undergraduate degree early may apply remaining 
scholarship eligibility toward graduate studies, subject to the following conditions: 

• You must begin your graduate program in the semester immediately following your 
undergraduate graduation (excluding summer). 

• Submit your Graduate Acceptance Letter to scholarships@actfl.org to request use 
of your remaining funds. 

 


