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Language is an art
An articulate artifact
ERFEOEECENERE
craft.

Yes,
Languageyisa:tifesrafic




| am my Language

‘ ‘Language IS power,
life and the

instrument of culture, &
the instrument of '
domination and

liberation. , ,
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English Designated as the Official Language of the
United States

ACTFL stands against the recent White
House Executive Order designating
English as the official language of the
United States, a concerning
development that sends an
exclusionary message to millions of
Americans.

Milton Alan Turner
2 ACTFL March 7, 2025

Language Connects




English Designated as the Official Language of the United States

Co-signer Organizations to this Statement: Co-signer Organizations to this Statement:

e American Association of Teachers of French - Wisconsin e Foreign Language Association of Missouri (FLAM)
Chapter e ICTFL (lllinois Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages)
e American Association of Teachers of German-Wisconsin e International Association for Language Learning Technology
Chapter (IALLT)

American Association of Teachers of Japanese (AATJ)
American Association of University Supervisors, Coordinators,
and Directors of Language Programs (AAUSC)

American Association of Teachers of Spanish & Portuguese -
Wisconsin Chapter (AATSP-WI)

American Classical League

Central States Languages For All

Chinese Language Teachers Association, USA

Coalition of Community-Based Heritage Language Schools
CT Council of Language Teachers (CT COLT)

Foreign Language Association of Georgia

e Kansas World Language Association

e MAFLA (Massachusetts World Language Teachers
Association)

e National Council of Less Commonly Taught Languages

e New York State Association for Language Teachers, Inc.
(NYSAFLT)

e Pacific Northwest Council for Languages (PNCFL)

e PA State Modern Language Association (PSMLA)

e Southern Conference on Language Teaching

e Texas Foreign Language Association

e \Washington Association for Language Teaching (WAFLT)

e \Washington Association of Teachers of Japanese (WATJ)

e \Wisconsin Association for Lanquaage Teachers
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Ancestral languages Acquired languages
Inherited from our Acquired, learned &/or
ancestors (whether studied (whether

spoken or not) Tenets affirmed or not)

JRoots, Rhythm, Resistance

_IDiversity, Equity, Inclusion

_JAntiracism, Social Justice

Jdldentities & representation

_ISocial construction

All languages and language varieties are equally valid
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s
negative
judgement made
of a person based

on their language.

Gloria Anzaldua: excerpts from
Borderlands/La Frontera:

The New Mestiza (1987)
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So, if you want to really hurt
me, talk badly about my
language. Ethnic identity is
twin skin to linguistic identity

| am my language.

Until | can take pride in my
language, | cannot take pride
in myself.

Gloria Anzaldua: excerpts from
Borderlands/La Frontera: The New
Mestiza (1987)




"Race I1s more than

 +~THE HISTORY ORFEET
.3'. - BLACK ENGUS ‘ 'E just pain and

. oppression...
e Y My blackness has
B [ PEEE its own language,
its own jokes, its
own fashion. My
blackness Is a
community and a
“family and I’'m very
grateful for it.”
(Oluo, 2019, p. 21)
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Join the Movement!
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The Movemen
Begins with
You!
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