
Museum of German-Speaking Scientists 
 
German-speaking scientists have contributed much to the scientific community and the world. Your job is to 
help us all learn more about both them and their work by collaborating to curate a museum exhibit. This exhibit 
will educate the public about their personal lives and the significance of their discoveries. 
 
Part 1: Research 
Pairs from the Honors Chemistry and German 3 classes will be assigned a scientist to research. Chemistry 
students will be looking intensively at the science, and German students will be working on the scientist’s 
background. Use this organizer to get you started. Groups will meet during a class period to swap information 
about the scientist that will be the base for creating the exhibit. 
 

Honors Chemistry  German 3 

-​ Summarize why the person is famous, explaining 
the scientific contribution(s) of the individual. Give 
a bird’s eye view of their work. 

-​ Describe how the work of the scientist impacted 
the world and/or the country of the scientist. 

-​ Develop a biographical background of the 
person. 

-​ Research the person’s early life, career, 
achievements, and awards, and challenges they 
faced.  

-​ Research facts, anecdotes, or quotes attributed 
to the scientist. 

-​ List other notable scientists or contemporaries of 
the person. This could be individuals they worked 
or argued with. 

 
Part 2: Creating the Exhibit 
When the pairs from each class meet to share information, they will also determine items to include in their 
museum exhibit. Each pair will have two specifically required items and one additional required piece that they 
can choose. 
 

Items required for Honors Chemistry Items required for German 3 

A.​ A model or item that is representative of the 
scientific contribution of the individual with a 
museum label in English describing the model 
and its importance and why it was included in the 
exhibit. It should be written so that a museum 
visitor can understand what they’re looking at. 

B.​ One question in English about the science that 
can be answered with information in the exhibit 

 

A.​ A Steckbrief in both German and English that 
includes specific biographical information. 
Students will write a short narrative paragraph 
with a story or anecdote about the scientist.  

B.​ A photo of the scientist​  
C.​ One question about the scientist in German that 

can be answered with information in the exhibit. 

Additional items required to be completed (choose 1 per pair) 

D.​ An item that represents something about the scientist with an explanation of why this item was 
chosen. This could be a personal item that helps us get to know the personal side of the scientist, or 
it could be something having to do with the science that helps educate us more about their work. This 
could be nearly anything: a pair of glasses, an empty can, a toy, a piece of lab equipment, etc - as 
long as the description can clearly link it to the scientists’ work or biography. 

E.​ A fictional newspaper clipping or journal article that gives more information about the scientist, either 
personal or professional. This should help us get to know the personal side of the scientist or about 



his/her achievements. 
You can find templates here or here. 

F.​ A snippet of a fictional “diary” entry from the scientist. This may have to do with his/her personal life 
or with his/her scientific work and can be hand-written. 

G.​ A fictional letter to or from the scientist. This may have to do with his/her personal life or with his/her 
scientific work and can be hand-written. 

H.​ Other … be creative! 
 
 
Honors Chemistry students will write their item description in English. German 3 students will write their item 
in German if applicable with the description of that item in English. As above, the tag should include both 
what the item is and why it is included.  

 
Part 3: Assembling the Exhibits and Visiting the Museum 
Each exhibit must have a title of at least 1-5 words and subtitle 5 or more words. You can also include an 
“opening” with a short overview of what the viewer can expect. Additionally, each item in the exhibit must have 
a label describing the item and its “origin” and what its significance to the scientist is. Please design your own 
label to share in your group or use this template to create your own. Use these examples to help guide you.  
 
Students will assemble their exhibits and will have a day in class to explore the exhibits of their classmates. 
During the visit they will be tasked with answering questions about the exhibit as they look them over. 
 
Project completion checklist for whole group: 

​Research completed and shared 
​Exhibit title written and printed 
​Exhibit subtitle written and printed 
 

Project completion checklist for Honors Chemistry students: 
​Model of the science concept(s) completed 
​Model exhibit tag written, proofed, and printed 
​Additional Exhibit piece completed 
​Exhibit tag written, proofed, and printed 
​One question in English submitted 

 
Project completion checklist for German 3 students: 

​Steckbrief of the scientist completed in German 
​Steckbrief of the scientist completed in English 
​Photo of the scientist 
​Additional Exhibit piece completed 
​Exhibit tag written, proofed, and printed 
​One question in German submitted  

 

https://thegoodocs.com/freebies/newspaper-templates/
https://canva.com/templates/s/newspaper/


 

Rubric 5 4 3 2 1 

Curated 
Items 

Each pair 
includes their 
required item 
and an 
additional item, 
and all are 
highly 
appropriate 
and relevant to 
the 
German-speaki
ng scientist 
being 
showcased. 

Each pair 
includes their 
required items 
and an 
additional item, 
and most are 
appropriate 
and relevant to 
the 
German-speaki
ng scientist 
being 
showcased. 

Each pair 
includes two 
items but are 
missing one 
required item, 
and/or most 
are somewhat 
appropriate 
and relevant to 
the 
German-speaki
ng scientist 
being 
showcased. 

Items, required 
or otherwise, 
are missing 
and/or are 
minimally 
appropriate 
and relevant to 
the 
German-speaki
ng scientist 
being 
showcased. 

Fewer than 
four curated 
items are 
included and 
are not 
appropriate or 
relevant to the 
German-speaki
ng scientist 
being 
showcased. 

Item 
Descriptions 

Descriptions 
are written in 
detailed, clear 
50-word  
paragraphs 
and 
demonstrate a 
deep 
understanding 
of how each 
item is 
significant to or 
for the 
German-speaki
ng scientist. 

Descriptions 
are written in 
clear 50-word 
paragraphs 
and 
demonstrate an 
understanding 
of how each 
item is 
significant to or 
for the 
German-speaki
ng scientist. 

Descriptions 
are fewer than 
50 words 
and/or 
demonstrate a 
basic 
understanding 
of how each 
item is 
significant to or 
for the 
German-speaki
ng scientist. 

Descriptions 
are fewer than 
50 words 
and/or unclear 
and lack a 
clear 
understanding 
of how each 
item is 
significant to or 
for the 
German-speaki
ng scientist. 

Descriptions 
are missing 
and/or do not 
demonstrate 
any 
understanding 
of how each 
item is 
significant to or 
for the 
German-speaki
ng scientist. 

      



Creativity The exhibit is 
visually 
appealing and 
well-organized. 
It demonstrates 
a high level of 
creativity and 
originality. It 
goes beyond 
the basic 
requirements 
and includes 
innovative 
elements that 
engage the 
audience and 
enhance the 
understanding 
of the 
scientist's 
work. 

The exhibit is 
visually 
appealing and 
organized. It 
demonstrates 
creativity and 
originality. It 
effectively 
engages the 
audience in 
understanding 
the scientist's 
work. 

The exhibit is 
visually 
acceptable and 
organized. It 
demonstrates 
some creativity 
and originality. 
It includes 
elements that 
meet the basic 
requirements 
and engages 
the audiencet 
in 
understanding 
the scientist's 
work. 

The exhibit has 
insufficient 
visual appeal 
and 
organization. It 
demonstrates 
little creativity 
or originality. It 
includes only 
the basic 
requirements 
without any 
additional 
elements to 
engage the 
audience in 
understanding 
the scientist's 
work. 

The exhibit is 
visually 
unappealing 
and poorly 
designed. It 
demonstrates 
no creativity 
and originality. 
It does not go 
beyond the 
most basic 
requirements 
and fails to 
engage the 
audience in 
understanding 
the scientist's 
work. 

Steckbrief 
writing 
(German 
classes only) 

Steckbrief 
includes all 
required 
biographical 
information. 
Paragraph is 
grammatically 
correct in past 
tense, includes 
linking words 
and ‘weil’ or 
‘wenn’ clauses, 
and include 
strong detail.  

Steckbrief 
includes all 
required 
biographical 
information. 
Paragraph is 
mostly 
grammatically 
correct in past 
tense, may 
include linking 
words and 
‘weil’ or ‘wenn’ 
clauses, and 
include some 
detail. 

Steckbrief 
includes most 
required 
biographical 
information. 
Paragraph is 
somewhat 
correct in past 
tense, may 
include limited 
use of linking 
words and 
‘weil’ or ‘wenn’ 
clauses, and 
include limited 
detail. 

Steckbrief 
includes some 
required 
biographical 
information. 
Paragraph is 
not entirely in 
past tense, 
may indicate 
little use of 
linking words 
and ‘weil’ or 
‘wenn’ clauses, 
and include 
little detail. 

Steckbrief 
includes little 
required 
biographical 
information. 
Paragraph is 
not written in 
past tense, 
almost no use 
of linking words 
and ‘weil’ or 
‘wenn’ clauses, 
and include 
minimal detail. 

 
Students actively participated in information exchange: Yes / Somewhat / No 
Question about exhibit were submitted: Yes / No 
 


