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July 20, 2026 
 
Secretary Linda McMahon 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
Written Comment RE: Recission of Regulations for International Education Programs 
and the Fulbright-Hays Program 
 
Submitted Electronically via Regulations.gov 
 
Dear Secretary McMahon: 
 
We submit this written public comment in response to the proposed rule by the U.S. Department 
of Education (the Department) to rescind International Education Programs (Title VI) and 
Fulbright-Hays Program regulations (Docket ID ED–2026–OPE–0991).  
 
As a national professional membership association representing more than 10,000 language 
educators (at both the K-12 and postsecondary levels) and administrators, ACTFL is dedicated 
to the improvement and expansion of the teaching and learning of all languages at all levels of 
instruction.  
 
As such, we follow the pulse of language programs nationwide and can see in real time the 
numerous advantages such programs provide to their communities, our national economy, and 
our children’s future. We know that supporting a strong teacher pipeline—reinforced by access 
to authentic resources and engaging opportunities for collaboration—improves the quality of 
instruction presented to learners and their families: Thriving international education and 
exchange programs actively build workforce readiness, enhance national 
competitiveness, and support States’ educational outcomes by better preparing their 
learners with 21st century skills.  
 
ACTFL urges the Department not to rescind these regulations which protect American 
interests. Instead, ACTFL strongly encourages the Department to support the 2026 
Advancing International and Foreign Language Education Act introduced to Congress by 
Representatives Ross (D-NC), Foushee (D-NC), and Panetta (D-CA). This Act proposes 
reauthorization of Title VI of the Higher Education Act of 1965 to improve and encourage 
innovation in international education, maintaining the current regulatory processes.     
   
The proposed removal of parts 655, 656, 657, 658, 660, 661, 662, 663, 664, and 669 of chapter 
VI of subtitle B of title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations would not merely streamline and 
optimize international education grant opportunities, as suggested. These changes would 
effectively end Title VI and Fulbright-Hays Programs as we know them. Subsections to be 
removed in this rule include: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2026-13248/p-38
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34
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- 655: General Provisions for International Education Programs  
- 656: National Resource Centers Program for Foreign Language and Area Studies  
- 657: Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowships Program 
- 658: Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Language Program  
- 660: The International Research and Studies Program  
- 661: Business and International Education Program 
- 662: Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship Program  
- 663: Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad Fellowship Program  
- 664: Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program 
- 669: Language Resource Centers Program  

 
While the proposed rule describes “prescriptive program-specific selection criteria in grant 
competitions” as “burdensome for both applicants and peer reviewers,” the removal of language 
that ensures a focus on each of the above areas—in lieu of flexible funding at the Department’s 
discretion—maintains robust coverage across priority areas in any given grant period. Likewise, 
the existing peer-review process is vital to these programs’ long-standing reputation of 
excellence as the gold-standard for the international exchange of resources and ideas.  
 
These specific guidelines are far from a rigid hindrance to progress: They are a dynamic 
structure that has served our evolving needs well for more than half a century. Programs 
included in the list above have resulted in the development of instructional materials, creation of 
assessments, innovative exploration of global challenges, and expansion of our capacity to 
teach and employ less commonly taught and critical-need languages in international relations.  
 
With our world more interconnected than ever before, educators and their students need 
to explore language, global awareness, and cultures outside of our own to ensure the 
achievement of state and national educational outcomes—as supported by international 
education programs.  ACTFL’s own research shows that 90% of U.S. employers state a 
reliance of employees who speak a language other than English.1 This makes it more important 
than ever for U.S. students to have access to global opportunities and professors who can bring 
vibrant and culturally engaged experiences back to their institutions of higher education.  
 
The expansive network of Title VI and Fulbright-Hays Program recipients are an asset to U.S. 
education, our economy, and our capacity to participate meaningfully on the global stage, 
bringing cutting-edge research and dynamic discussions to our postsecondary campuses, 
businesses, and communities.    
 
We encourage you to reconsider these proposed changes and protect the Title VI and 
Fulbright-Hays Program regulations that continue to make available to educators, 
scholars, and institutions outstanding opportunities for global exchange and 
advancement—which pay dividends in our interconnected world. Should you have any 
questions regarding these comments or wish to discuss the impact of the proposed changes on 
international education and teacher development, please contact Dr. Lawrence M. Paska, 
ACTFL Executive Director, at lpaska@actfl.org. Thank you. 

 
1 ACTFL. Making Languages Our Business. 2019. https://www.actfl.org/advocacy-and-public-
education/making-languages-our-business.  
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