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This issue’s tip comes from Mary
Toulouse, Director of the Foreign
Languages and Literatures (FLL)
Multimedia Resource Center and
instructor of French at Lafayette
College in Easton, PA. She is the
2017 recipient of the ACTFL/Cengage
Learning Award for Excellence in
Foreign Language Instruction Using
Technology with IALLT.

What new technology tool
do you recommend—and
how do you use it in your
classroom?
The i-Book
Thanks to a recent NEALLT conference presentation* by a colleague, I have discovered the marvels of the i-Book in the language classroom. It provides a combined
visual and print platform with high appeal
to today’s learners. My favorite feature is
a widget that students use to write review
questions on their own work. If required
as part of a project, students must reread
their own work and write questions that
illustrate and reinforce their texts.
When combined with an app called
“Language Switcher,” the i-Book program
will now provide a multilingual spell and
grammar check for 22 languages. The
interface itself may also be converted,
providing a completely immersive environment that encourages interpersonal use
in the target language when students are
working together on a collective docu-

ment. We have used this in an advancedlevel Spanish class, an intermediate-level
French class, and an elementary-level
Japanese class.
For a mid-term i-Book project in firstsemester Intermediate French, my class
wrote a history manual. We adapted the
ACTFL Integrated Performance Assessment
(IPA) format, sometimes recycling through
the different steps: interpretive reading and listening through research using
authentic texts, interpersonal exchange
while building the i-Book, a written copy
(version 1), more interpersonal exchange
as part of peer review, a final copy
(version 2), and an oral presentation of
the book to the class.
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The IPA proficiency tasks strengthened
and complimented the project goal of
creating an active learning environment
and moved the students from more passive
activities like reading to the more active
and creative presentational modes. By the
end of the project, everyone had created
content that reflected increased proficiency.

The Assignment
Six pairs of students used authentic French sources to write a book

Features

Rating

Multilingual spell and
grammar check

+

If used with Language Switcher app

Multilingual interface

+

If used with Language Switcher app

-

Clunky: uses full page for one definition
Workaround: gloss words in text and provide definition
at beginning or end of section

Media

+

Supports and embeds .mp3, .mp4, .jpg, .png files

Image editor

+

Capabilities: crop, resize, mask

Glossary

Interactivity

++
MS Word compatibility
for copying text

Multiple-choice review questions with text answers.
Multiple-choice review questions with picture answers.
Drag-and-drop labels to targets. Drag and drop
thumbnails to target images

-

Best to use a text editor (.rtf file) or Google Doc as
opposed to Word to compose texts

-

Interactive version is only viewable on an i-Book
or Mac. However, the file can be converted to
.pdf for universal accessibility, but will lack the
interactivity features.

Accessibility

Ease of use

Comments

Relatively easy after initial training

Features of i-Book.

*Many thanks to Angelina Craig-Florez of Columbia University for her inspiring i-Book presentation at the NEALLT 2016 conference, held at Gettysburg College, PA.
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Step 1. Preliminary group fly-over: As a
group, develop an outline of 4 to 6 major
aspects of the historic person’s life and
write a table of contents for your i-Book.
Step 2. Individual research (Interpretive
listening and reading)
1. Each student researches 2 to 3 sections
of the chapter.
2. Readings should include a minimum of
3 sources (a minimum of 2 sources in
French); texts may be print or videos.
3. Use of an adaptation of the IPA
interpretive format to check
understanding and analysis of each
research source, to include the following:
a. Identify 5 new words from your readings
b. Identify 5 cognates
c. S ummarize a video text (1-2 minutes
in length)
d. C reate a short description (biography,
important event, interesting cultural
fact)
e. Cite sources.

A first semester French i-Book project.

chapter on a notable person in current
French society or history. Requirements
included original written work by students,
use of a variety of supportive images, and
short video clips. Each chapter was divided
into sections that were assigned to individual group members.
As a form of peer review and interpersonal exchange, students in a group
collaborated to write interactive questions
(called “Révisions” in the i-Book) on the
content of each section. The final product
required multiple revisions before publication. Several class periods were devoted
to workshops—one included a technical
introduction to the software. The project
timetable included:
60

Step 3. Scripting (Presentational writing)
1. Review your findings with your partner;
reorganize where necessary; write a
collaborative group introduction and
individual sections.
2. Section content v1: (to be submitted to
and edited by instructor)
a. Include a glossary of five vocabulary
words per section; also bold
vocabulary found in your texts
b. P rovide several images that support
the text (indicate source and caption)
c. 1 50 to 200 words of text per section
d. I nclude a minimum of one
bibliographic source per section
e. D
 emonstrate effective use of
narration and description: In each
section, tell one story from the life
of your “notable”; be sure to describe
its historical importance.
Step 4. Group review and compilation
(Interpersonal)
1. Retell, discuss, and clarify your texts.
2. Elaborate on the meaning of each
section by creating together a
minimum of two interactive questions
(“Révisions”); use multiple formats
(pictures, fill-ins, identify).

3. Reinforce your story with a video clip of
1-2 minutes in length; create together
a minimum of two audio comprehension
questions (“Révisions”) on the video
content.
4. Make an appointment with your
instructor to have your collective work
(v2) reviewed and corrected.
Step 5. Le Vernissage (Presentational)
1. Group presentation in costume: Twominute maximum description of 2-3
interesting things about your character.
2. Class critiques and evaluations of
chapters (Research-Script-StylisticsVisual support-Reader engagement).
Step 6. Publications
1. Make final corrections; publish in iBook
archive.
2. Convert iBook to PDF and upload to
your personal portfolios.
3. Make a screen capture with voice-over
of your i-Book:
a. Read one paragraph
b. R
 ead one interactive question and
provide the answer
c. U
 pload .mp3 with your i-Book PDF to
your portfolio.

Observations and Conclusions
The i-Book project provides a wonderful
collaborative opportunity and naturally
immersive experience for students in
any language.
When coupled with the IPA process,
it effectively supports and raises the
language proficiency of all learners, even
in groups with differing levels of previous
training. The i-Book experience successfully develops modern technological skills
and linguistic acumen. These are the very
skills that connect learners with culture
and build communication. It has proven
itself to be a memorable experience for
all learners.
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WEBSITES

to Watch

Open Culture
www.openculture.com/freelanguagelessons
Want to learn languages for free? This collection features lessons in 48
languages, including Spanish, French, English, Mandarin, Italian, Russian and
more. Download audio lessons to your computer or mp3 player and you are ready.

WHAT’S THAT APP?

LingoHut
lingohut.com
LingoHut is a global language project created to help people communicate
in one of 12 languages. LingoHut offers a free interactive lab to practice
pronunciation and articulation of useful everyday vocabulary.

Chillola
www.chillola.com/index.html
With Chillola, children can learn their first words in English, French, German,
Italian, and Spanish. They can print out activities, participate in the kids’
gallery and learn about different countries, cultures, and people. This site is
designed for kids and their parents to encourage language learning—and to
have fun with foreign languages.

LISTEN UP!

Language-Related Podcasts

Yes Japan (www.yesjapan.com) The Yes Japan podcast series
provides bite-sized bits of grammar, vocabulary, and culture—
all in video format. George Trombley, author of the Japanese
From Zero! series, explains everything with the Japanese
examples displayed on the screen in the background. This podcast is an ideal addition for upper beginner to intermediate
learners studying independently. The video complements the
audio rather than the other way around, which means you can
just listen if you’re on the go. The videos are also available on
the Yes Japan website.
Nómadas (www.rtve.es/alacarta/audios/nomadas) This
podcast from Radio Televisión Española takes listeners on an
audio adventure to a different part of the world every week.
Music, nature sounds, interviews, virtual tours, stories, history,
snippets of conversation in the local language, city sounds,
current affairs—this podcast is the next best thing to actually
being there. Some podcasts include interviews with locals who
speak Spanish as a second language, which offers the option
of hearing the language spoken with many different accents.
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Tandem
www.tandem.net
While many learners have already
benefited from language exchange, it is not always easy to find a practice
partner. The Tandem app is designed to give
everyone the opportunity to practice languages
with a native speaker for free. Today, more than
2 million people from all around the world use
this app to help each other learn new languages via text, audio, and video chat. Connect with
native speakers around the world to practice
Chinese, English, French, German, Italian,
Japanese, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish.
Available at the App Store for iOS devices.

Chinese Skill
www.chinese-skill.com
This app uses mini-games that
test listening, reading, writing,
and speaking skills through the entire process.
Materials are divided up based on various skill
points, linking the motivation to learn with the
desire to win. Both Traditional and Simplified
Chinese are supported, giving users control over
which system of characters to learn. Chinese
handwriting, characters, and pronunciation are
simplified to ease learners into the language.
The app is available for both iOS and Android.

These and other web
resources can be accessed
through the Publications
area on the ACTFL website at
www.actfl.org/publications/
all/the-language-educator/
tech-watch
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