TECH

The latest in language learning technology

watch

TIPS FROMEducators

This issue’s tip comes from Thomas Soth, College
Board Consultant, 2012 North Carolina World
Language Teacher of the Year, and SCOLT’s finalist
for the ACTFL National Language Teacher of the Year.

What new technology tool
do you recommend—and how
can teachers use it in their
classrooms?

M

any language teachers started using
small whiteboards in class last century because it was a way that all learners
could participate in answering questions
and the teacher could give immediate
feedback as students raised their boards
up for the teacher to view. This helped
increase simple written production, but
ongoing engagement in interpersonal and
presentational communication was still a
one-student-at-a-time activity. Sure, students were working cooperatively in pairs
or groups, but teachers could not evaluate
all student performance or insure that
students remained in the target language.
However, with the aid of cell phones and
a projector, communication management
and these formative assessment opportunities have increased exponentially.
Students in classes now not only can
engage with products from the target
culture through online audio and video
displayed on the LCD, they can also
interact with those products by answering
questions posed about the products using
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their cell phones and websites like Google
Voice. Then, once all students have had a
chance to answer (if students are without
a phone they can borrow a partner’s),
classes can evaluate samples. Furthermore, when students engage in conversations in class, they can again use a cell
phone to call into Google Voice and/or
use the phone as a microphone to record
their conversations. This positively affects
learning by giving teachers a management
device to insure that reluctant or shy
learners comfortably engage in language
production and it allows for playback,
which invites reflection and motivates
students by letting them hear that “yes,
they can communicate in another language.” Teachers can let students listen to
their own recordings, play back through
Google Voice, or plug student phones into
their speakers.
Years ago, student presentations
were one at a time and lasted multiple
days. Now, with the aid of smartphones
or online screen recording sites like
screencastomatic.com, students can create a Prezi, a PowerPoint, etc., and then
record their presentation as a video. This
gives students a chance to present, evaluate, and present again before submitting for final evaluation and it allows all
students to be engaged at the same time.
This gets students speaking more which

research and logic shows aids language
acquisition by promoting creativity in
hesitant communicators and by allowing
students to push their own learning at
their own pace. These presentations also
give me products to show parents what
their children do in my classroom and
thus creates the shared goal of increasing
proficiency.
Let’s say that a class is doing a travel
unit. Weather has a great effect on travel,
so students watch, take notes, and then
summarize authentic weather reports
from various target language communities
through the LCD projector. They present
continued on next page
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their summaries through the phone and
the class listens to a few to evaluate if
the information is correct. Next, working
with partners or as an at-home assignment, students use their smartphones to
video their own weather reports and then
email these to the teacher for in-class
playback. The use of the LCD extends
student access to experiencing authentic
material and the phone gives students the
ability to create presentations following
the models they experienced.
Next, the class reads a story about an
individual’s experiences traveling to a target country. The students read the story

WEBSITES

in pairs and use the old technology of
drawing to create a series of images that
represent the story while they read. When
the students have finished drawing and
reading, the pair records the images and
voices over the story in their own words.
Later, as part of interpersonal engagement, students discuss the merits of
bringing one bag on vacation or two. They
record their conversation and then send
the sound file to the teacher, who play it
for others to enjoy and evaluate, or just
keep it as part of a language-learning
portfolio. To engage in interpersonal writing, students can also have the same text

discussion outside (or inside) class and
email the text thread to the teacher via
screenshots.
Can you imagine what last century’s
teachers would have said if they had
been told that in the future, the majority of their students would be bringing
video cameras, digital cameras, recording
devices, newspapers, and videos from
the target culture to class every day?
What would they have said would be
the possibilities? What possibilities can
you imagine and then achieve for your
students today?

to Watch

Learner Language
carla.umn.edu/learnerlanguage/index.html

Open Culture Courses
www.openculture.com/freelanguagelessons

The Learner Language: Tools for Teachers website from the
Center for Advanced Research of Language Acquisition (CARLA)
showcases video recordings of learners using Chinese, Japanese,
Korean, Persian, and Spanish in unrehearsed interaction. Multimedia activities guide language teachers to study and reflect on
learner language and how to nurture its development.

Get 1,200 free online courses from the world’s leading
universities—Stanford, Yale, MIT, Harvard, Berkeley, Oxford, and
more. You can download these audio and video courses (often
from iTunes, YouTube, or university websites) straight to your
computer or MP3 player. Over 30,000 hours of free audio and
video lectures are available—including lessons in almost 50
languages, which are available for free.

These and other web resources can be accessed
through the Publications area on the ACTFL website at
www.actfl.org/publications/all/
the-language-educator/tech-watch
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WHAT’S THAT APP?
Mindsnacks
www.mindsnacks.com

LISTEN UP!

Language-Related Podcasts

Spanish Obsessed (spanishobsessed.com) offers free Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced Spanish-language podcasts
online. The website offers different resources—including free
courses at all levels (including Spanish for Scratch for absolute beginners), full notes and transcripts for over 50 lessons,
an ongoing blog, and premium (pay) courses available.
Beginning: spanishobsessed.com/category/beginner-spanishaudio-and-podcasts
Intermediate: spanishobsessed.com/category/intermediatespanish-audio-and-podcasts
Advanced: spanishobsessed.com/category/advanced-spanishaudio-and-podcasts
The Actual Fluency Podcast (actualfluency.com/actualfluency-language-learning-podcast) is for language learners
and educators who are looking to be inspired, informed, and
entertained by top minds in the language learning world sharing their knowledge and wisdom.

This app “gamifies” language
learning in a whole new way. It
offers eight or nine small games for each of
seven different languages (Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, and Spanish), which are designed to help learners with
vocabulary, grammar, and listening practice.
There are short simple lessons outlining concepts that then get practiced or tested in the
games before they achieve the status of being
mastered. Mindsnacks monitors learner progress
to clearly see how much more learning is needed
to improve in every skill. Available via iTunes.

HiNative
hinative.com
On HiNative, users can ask questions about any language and get
answers from native speakers from around the
world. Questions may be asked like: “How do
you say this in Spanish?” “What is the difference between these two words?” “Is my pronunciation correct?” In return, learners can teach
other users about their own native languages.
Available for both the iPhone and Android.

DID You Know?
A few recent tech facts in the news:
• Twenty-three percent of schools have tested virtual reality in
the classroom, according to a survey of 350 K–12 and highereducation schools by Extreme Networks. Data show some
educators are reluctant to adopt the technology because they
are not sure their schools’ networks will support it, while others
are concerned about a lack of content. Learn more: tinyurl.
com/v-reality-education.
• Digital devices have improved communication between students
and teachers, such as the ability of students to email questions
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to teachers, according to a Project Tomorrow survey of more
than 400,000 students, over 38,000 teachers and librarians,
plus other stakeholders to examine how teachers are using
mobile technology. Learn more: tinyurl.com/project-tomorrow.
• About 75% of teachers use technology with students daily,
according to a study by Front Row Education. Sixty percent of
those surveyed said they plan to increase their use of technology during this school year. Learn more: tinyurl.com/frontrow-education.
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