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The latest in language learning technology

watch
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This issue’s tip comes from
Douglas Philipp, German teacher
at Cheyenne Mountain High School
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, and
2017 recipient of the ACTFL Award
for Excellence in Foreign Language
Instruction Using Technology with
IALLT (K–12).

What new technology tool
do you recommend, and how
can teachers use it in their
classrooms?

I

ntercultural communication is becoming ever more vital as the issues of
modern life pull at us. I feel strongly that
competence in intercultural communication ought to be the goal which every
language instructor is continually striving
to achieve. Fortunately we live in a world
with many tools that can make it easier to
embed cross-cultural understanding and
communication skills into our instruction.
I have been teaching for several decades
now, so I clearly remember what it used to
be like to gather authentic resources; many
of us were on permanent “realia hunts” to
enhance our teaching and improve student
ability levels. With the advent of a host of
electronic resources, it is now far easier to
blend in much more intercultural communication competency-building.
Online video sources contain untold
numbers of authentic videos that portray
cultural episodes from practically every
corner of the world. Typing in some search
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words on YouTube, for example, will bring
up many videos, some of which are really
good, while others may be rather inferior.
Aside from selecting the most appropriate
videos, we instructors are also faced with
the dilemma of how to help our students
gain the most from these videos. To help
my students improve both informationgathering and reflection skills, I use
EDpuzzle (edpuzzle.com). I have been
using this tool for several years to insert
questions and comments into videos and
manipulate them, and my students consistently tell me that they feel they are gaining a great deal by using the materials on
the website.
The concept of flipped classrooms can
save valuable time in class while also
helping students incorporate more of the
language and intercultural learning into
their lives outside of the classroom. Videos
that have been enhanced with informational and reflective questions can be used
as springboards for communicative discussions in class. The manipulated videos can
also be used during class time as segues
between culturally authentic readings and
group discussions. I have found that the
inclusion of a video with the same theme
as an article that we are working on truly
does enhance my students’ knowledge

and comprehension levels. Videos that I
have worked over using EDpuzzle provide
significant benefits in my classes.
EDpuzzle has public collections of
videos on many themes, most of which
have been assembled on the site by
professionals. These collections are found
under the Curriculum tab and are divided
into elementary, middle, and high school
levels. Under the high school tab there
are 12 subject folders including one
that contains instructional videos from
EDpuzzle about how to use the site. The
other important folder for us is the one
for languages. This is where videos for
ASL, Chinese, comparative languages,
English, French, German, Latin, and Spanish are found. Each language sub-folder
has numerous curated videos. For example,
in German there are about 300 videos that
have already been aggregated on EDpuzzle
for use by anyone. You decide if any of the
collected videos are ones you want to use.
EDpuzzle offers both free and paid
accounts. The paid accounts allow access
to Gradebook and teacher verification
features, as well as dedicated tech support.
The pricing is based on school size and
number of faculty and a quote is available
at no cost on request. I have a free account
and have been perfectly happy with it.
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Any instructor can create class rosters
on EDpuzzle, as well as import existing class rosters from Google Classroom.
If you choose to create class rosters,
EDpuzzle will send you a code to give
to your students so that they can join a
specific class. You can create classes by
language level or by class period. I have
organized my classes by language level
because then I can quickly see how everyone in a specific level is doing.
EDpuzzle works well with videos from
YouTube, Vimeo, and National Geographic,
as well as Khan Academy, TED Talks,
Veritasium, and Numberphile. Once you
have found a video that you like, you can
upload it to EDpuzzle and start to work
on it. The website contains tools that
allow you to easily crop the front or the
end of a video. I have used this several
times to shorten news videos to just a
couple of reports, as well as to cut out an
embedded advertisement. You can create
an audio track in your target language by
clicking on the microphone icon and/or
add audio notes. And you can create both
free response and multiple-choice questions that can be inserted at any point in
the video, and add written comments to
the video. Finally, we instructors have the
seemingly magical power to either allow
or prevent skipping as students watch the
videos. If you choose to prevent skipping,

students must answer each question
before the video will proceed.
As students watch a video that you have
enhanced, it will automatically stop at any
point where you have inserted questions or
comments. The students can press the onscreen rewind icon to take the video back to
the point of the last question/comment. This
feature is very handy because the questions
are inserted at the end of a video section, and
are not shown prior to reaching that point
in the video. Students can click on the green
question boxes along the track of a video before watching it to preview the questions, but
experience has taught me that few students
remember the questions using this method.
You can rework a video as much as you
want and then click on the Finish icon in
the upper right corner of “create page”
when you are done. EDpuzzle does not
allow you to go back and add more to a
video. Clicking the Save icon in the upper
right corner will save the video to your
desktop. After you have clicked Finish, you
may select the classes or levels for which
the video is intended, set due dates for
watching, and let your students know that
there is a new video waiting for them. Your
enhanced video will be saved under the My
Content icon, where you can click on it at
any time. If you want to duplicate or delete
a video, you can also easily do these things
by first clicking on the My Content tab. You
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can also share a video with colleagues by
clicking on the Assign/Share tab under My
Content. EDpuzzle gives you both a link to
share as well as a code to use to embed the
video in a blog or on a webpage. Unless
you choose to share your videos with colleagues, the only people who will be able
to see one of your completed projects are
the students to whom you assign the video.
EDPuzzle does offer school accounts
that allow teachers in the same building
to share completed enhanced videos. Each
registered account holder is entitled to 10
free school videos; if you need more than
10, your school must pay for an account.
Although there are two German teachers
at my school, we do not need a school
account because we teach different levels.
Intercultural communication is one facet
of our language instruction that easily influences each of the other facets of language
learning. By using EDpuzzle, I am able to
draw my students’ attention to a broad
spectrum of cultural practices, products, and
perspectives through the videos. They can
watch these in class or on their personal devices. Through the reflective questions that
I include with the videos, they are stimulated to consider similarities and differences
across the cultural spectrum. EDpuzzle helps
make this whole process easier and brings
greater success to my students as they
acquire more language skills and knowledge.

America the Bilingual Podcast
www.americathebilingual.com

Those who attended the 2017 ACTFL Annual Convention in Nashville may have noticed the America the Bilingual
podcast recording booth located just outside the World Languages Expo. This podcast production team, hosted by
Steve Leveen, has partnered with ACTFL and the Lead with Languages campaign in the promotion of multilingualism.
It can be used with students, suggested to parents, and recommended to administrators and other stakeholders.
An episode featuring Keynote Speaker Bill Weir is now up on the America the Bilingual website
www.americathebilingual.com/18-bill-weir-loves-language-teachers - wishes-he-had-listened-to-his

60

The Language Educator

n

Jan/Feb 2018

WEBSITES

to Watch

Do I Have a Right? (in Spanish)
www.icivics.org/ell-teachers%20
iCivics is a large and enthusiastic community of more than 150,000 teacherusers in all 50 states. More than 5 million students benefit from Do I Have a
Right? resources each year and the games on the site have been played more
than 45 million times to-date. iCivics is now the largest provider of civics curriculum in the nation. Students can run their own firm of lawyers that specializes in constitutional law using the new and improved Do I Have A Right? They
decide if potential clients have a right, match them with the best lawyer, and
win the case. The more clients served and the more cases won, the faster the
player’s law firm grows. Available in a Spanish language version.

Latinitium
www.latinitium.com
Latinitium provides a wide selection of eclectic resources for everyone learning
and/or teaching Latin. The focus is on helping people teach themselves Latin
by reading, listening, speaking, and writing. Among the resources offered are
videos in Latin on language, literature, and random subjects; recorded readings
of short Latin texts; articles on language, methodology, and literature; and more.

24/7 TUTOR
www.247tutor.com
24/7 TUTOR is a learning system
and mobile language lab that
allows a learner to study, practice, and review
a language, anytime and anywhere. 24/7 TUTOR
provides a set of the most common and useful
words and phrases in five languages, organized
by topic and category. An audio recording by
a native speaker is available for each element.
These are all integrated into a multi-function
learning system, with progress tracked by quiz
scores. A priority-filter mechanism is provided
that allows you to optimize your efforts by focus
ing on those items that most need additional
practice. Languages include Italian, French,
German, Russian, and Spanish. Available in the
App Store for iPhone, iPod Touch, and iPad.

HiNative
hinative.com

Teaching Channel
www.teachingchannel.org
Teaching Channel is a thriving online community where teachers can watch,
share, and learn diverse techniques to help every student grow. One resource of
interest to language educators is a series of videos from a bilingual classroom
in Waukesha, Wisconsin, where two content area teachers and an ELL specialist work together to “create a learning environment that embraces the social
nature of middle schoolers, while fostering simultaneous language and content
learning for all their students, especially ELLs.” (www.teachingchannel.org/
blog/2017/11/03/power-of-collaboration-for-ells).

Spanish Playground
www.spanishplayground.net
Spanish Playground offers practical advice and useful materials for teaching Spanish to children in many different situations, from homeschooling to
elementary Spanish programs. Some users are native speakers of Spanish and
others are parents who have studied Spanish and want to expose their children to the language at home. Spanish Playground is a source of supplemental
material, activities, songs, and games, as well as recommendations for music
and books. There are also links to authentic language activities which are
appropriate for, or can be adapted to, Spanish language learners.
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HiNative offers the benefits
of contact with native speakers without having to search for an exchange
partner or schedule a chat. The idea is to bring
native speakers together with learners to allow
them to help each other resolve language struggles, including input on pronunciation, advice
on cultural norms, and more. The site is neatly
designed, has a desktop version, and is free.
Download at the App Store or on Google Play.

These and other web
resources can be accessed
through the Publications
area on the ACTFL website at
www.actfl.org/publications/
all/the-language-educator/
tech-watch
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