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rules, as in a formal classroom situation. “Language acquisition” is also often used to
refer to either the subconscious or conscious process of acquiring or learning a language.
Linguistics: The study of a language system, including its phonology, morphology,
semantics, syntax, and discourse features.
Modes of Communication: The three ways in which communication is characterized,
emphasizing the context and purpose of communication:

Interpersonal: Individuals exchange information and negotiate meaning orally,
whether face-to-face or by telephone, or in writing through personal notes, letters,
and E-mail.
Interpretive: A reader or listener is engaged in understanding the meaning of
oral, written, or other cultural texts (i.e., film, radio, television, newspapers,
magazines, or literature) when the author of these texts is not present and
meaning cannot be negotiated.
Presentational: Individuals engage in one-way oral or written
communication (i.e., reports, speeches, or articles) that presents information to
an audience for interpretation with no possibility of negotiating meaning.
Morphology: The study of how meaningful elements form words.
Nationally Recognized Program: A program that has met the standards of a specialized
professional association (i.e., ACTFL) that is a constituent member of CAEP. An
institution’s state-approved program also will be considered a nationally recognized
program if the state program standards have been approved by the appropriate national
association.
NBPTS: The National Board for Professional Teacher Standards, an organization of
teachers and other educators, which has developed both standards and a system for
assessing the performance of experienced teachers seeking national certification.
Negotiation of Meaning: A form of interaction in which individuals work to understand
each other and be understood through verbal requests for clarification, comprehension
checking, and confirmation checking, such as “Could you repeat that?” “What do you
mean by…?”, “So you’re saying…?”
Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI): A live, 20-30 minute telephonic interview between
an ACTFL Certified Tester and a candidate, which is recorded by the LTI IVR system.
It measures language production holistically by identifying patterns of strength and
weakness within the assessment criteria of functions, contexts, and accuracy. [Refer to
the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines-Speaking (2012)] The official OPI is administered by
Language Testing International (LTI), at www.languagetesting.com, a central testing
service which has procedures in place for validating the ratings.
Oral Proficiency Interview-Computer (ACTFL OPIc): An internationally used
semi-direct test of spoken fluency designed to elicit a 20-30 minute sample of
ratable speech delivered via the internet or telephonically using the VOIP
technology. In both methods, the candidate’s spoken responses are digitally
recorded and saved by LTI and then rated by ACTFL certified raters.
Phonology: The study of the sound system of a language.
Portfolio: An accumulation of evidence illustrating individual skills, abilities,
proficiencies, and performance, especially in relation to explicit standards and rubrics,
used in the evaluation of one’s competency as a teacher or in another professional school
role. Contents might include end-of-course evaluations and tasks used for instructional
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or clinical experience purposes such as projects, journals, and observations by faculty,
videos, comments by cooperating teachers or internship supervisors, and samples of
student work.
Pragmatic Features: Features of language that reflect the intended meaning of language.
For example, a question can often imply an indirect command, such as “Don’t you think
it’s too cold to have the window open?”
PRAXIS: “Professional Assessments for Beginning Teachers,” a set of validated
assessments that provides information for use by state education agencies in making
licensing decisions. PRAXIS I: Academic Skills Assessments used for entrance into a
teacher training program. PRAXIS II: Subject Assessments used for licensure. PRAXIS
III: Classroom Performance Assessments used for assessing the first year of teaching.
Proficiency-oriented Instruction: Instruction that focuses on the development of
effective communication in all three communicative modes.
Program Report: The report prepared by faculty members responsible for a program
(e.g., mathematics education, foreign language education) responding to specialized
professional association (SPA) standards.
Program: A planned sequence of courses and experiences for preparing P-12 teachers
and other professional school personnel. These courses and experiences sometimes lead
to a recommendation for a state license or certificate to work in schools.
Realia: Authentic artifacts from the target cultures. See Authentic Materials/Texts.
Rubrics: Written and shared criteria for judging performance that indicate the qualities
by which levels of performance can be differentiated, and that anchor judgments about
the degree of success on a candidate assessment.
SASB: The Specialty Area Studies Board of CAEP.
Semantics: The study of meaning in language at all levels: in words, phrases, clauses,
sentences, and extended discourse.
Simulated Oral Proficiency Interview (SOPI): a tape-mediated interview developed by
the Center for Applied Linguistics, based upon elicitation and rating procedures of the
Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI). Since this procedure is not administered by a central
testing service that validates the ratings, its use is recommended for pre-screening
candidates and/or providing diagnostic progress throughout the program, but not for
providing official exit oral proficiency ratings.
Skills: The ability to use content, professional, and pedagogical knowledge effectively
and readily in diverse teaching settings in a manner that ensures that all students are
learning.
Sociolinguistic Features: Features of language that reflect a particular culture or society
of language users (e.g., formal and informal address systems, politeness conventions
(e.g., honorifics in Japanese).
Sociolinguistic Variation: Variations of the target language influenced by factors such
as geography, culture, politics, gender, social class, and level of education.
SPAs: Specialized Professional Associations. The national organizations that represent
teachers, professional education faculty, and other school personnel who teach a specific
subject matter (e.g., foreign languages), teach students at a specific developmental level
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(e.g., early childhood, elementary, middle level, or secondary), teach students with
specific needs (e.g.., bilingual education or special education), administer schools (e.g.,
principals or superintendents), or provide services to students (e.g., school counselors or
school psychologists). Many of these associations are constituent members of CAEP and
have standards for both students in schools and candidates preparing to work in schools.
ACTFL is a SPA of CAEP.
Stakeholders: People, such as students, parents, teachers, and school administrators, who
have a variety of vested interests in the quality of student performance, school programs,
and assessment.
Students: Children and youth attending P-12 schools, as distinguished from teacher
candidates.
Syntax: The relationship of words to one another in constructing grammatically correct
sentences that accurately communicate the intended message.
Target Culture: The culture of the people who speak the language being learned,
including their perspectives, practices, and products (See Culture above).
Target Language: The language being learned in the classroom.
Task-based Instruction: Instruction that is organized around having students perform
realistic, meaningful, and purposeful tasks while using the language being learned.

Strengths:

Comment about State Test Results:
Areas for Consideration: (These should be numbered, and start with an action verb. They may become conditions in a subsequent
report. If you list them here, they are not yet conditions and the program receives a decision of “not nationally recognized” or “further
development required.”)

Comment for Board of Examiners: Section F.2 regarding the expertise of the faculty teaching the methods course or supervising
student teacher candidates.

Final Decision:
_____ Nationally Recognized
_____ Not Nationally Recognized
_____ Recognized with Conditions
_____ Further Development Required
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Comments:

Worksheet for Completing Part C of Program Recognition Report
Which
Assessments
Provide Data?

What Standards Are
Addressed?
Are Standards Met?

What Is Institution
Response in
Section V?

Based on evidence provided in the report,
summarize strengths and areas for improvement
under each area.

C.1 Content K

C.2 Ped/PK/D

C.3 St Learning
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