




that connect language study to its use outside the classroom. On 
February 21, the department also held Foreign Language Music Day, 
when each beginning-level language instructor incorporated music 
into the lesson plan for the day. 

Teachers aren’t the only ones who are promoting Discover 
Languages. Miss Wyoming 2007 Jennifer McCafferty adopted the Dis-
cover Languages . . . Discover the World! theme for her platform for 
the 2008 Miss America pageant. A senior majoring in Spanish at the 
University of Wyoming, she has been making presentations at various 
Wyoming schools to promote language learning. 

An Ongoing Mission
ACTFL continues its efforts 
to advocate for language 
learning through the Discover 
Languages campaign. This 
year, ACTFL is sponsoring a 
national contest for students 
in which they will submit podcasts depicting why languages are im-
portant in their lives. The contest theme ties into the theme for the 

2008 Convention in Orlando: Opening Minds to the World Through Lan-
guages. Awards will be presented at the elementary, middle school, 
high school, and postsecondary levels. Winners will be announced 
in February as part of Discover Languages Month. Visit the Discover 
Languages website now for contest rules and evaluation rubrics. 

A major media event taking place in February will be a press 
conference at which the results of a student poll by the National 
Research Center for College and University Admissions will be an-
nounced. The poll looks at how students value foreign language 
learning. According to Abbott, “It is pretty powerful. It is setting the 
stage for what is going on in the country.”

It appears that 2008 is going to be an exciting year for language 
learning, and it can get started with a bang because February is 
Discover Languages Month. So start now to prepare—and then advo-
cate, educate, communicate and, most of all, celebrate the power of 
language learning!

Susan Reese is a contributing writer to The Language Educator. She has written 

for numerous education publications and is based in Arlington, Virginia.

Over 1,200 educators have already registered on
http://jobcentral.actfl.org to find help. Log on today to
post your resume and browse the position listings.

Need Direction? Visit the ACTFL Career Center at
http://jobcentral.actfl.org.
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