




Discover Languages Month

In addition, the resolution recognizes the efforts of ACTFL and 
the Kentucky World Language Association (KWLA) toward public 
support of increased language education for students at all levels 
of instruction. 

KWLA President Thomas Sauer, who is a district world 
language specialist with Jefferson County Public Schools (JCPS), 
explains that the resolution was achieved by first talking to a 
legislator known to be supportive of foreign language learning—
Reginald Meeks, who, along with Sauer and others, had gone on 
a trip to China that was organized by former Governor Martha 
Layne Collins. 

“We also gave him some names of other legislators who we 
knew were language friendly,” notes Sauer. 

Resolutions were also obtained from the mayor of Lexington 
and the mayor of Louisville. Sauer credits one-on-one contacts 
made with members of the mayors’ staffs for achieving those 
resolutions.

In addition to working toward the official state recognition of 
Discover Languages Month, Kentucky’s Jefferson County Public 
Schools (JCPS) held events to promote world language education, 
and all schools were encouraged to highlight the benefits of lan-
guage learning, such as making a school announcement in a lan-
guage other than English, and participating in the ACTFL Student 
Video Podcast Contest. Another suggestion was to ask students if 
they speak a language other than English at home, and then find 
out if someone at the school can communicate with those students 
in their native language. 

Schools were also encouraged to participate in the World Lan-
guages in the Elementary Schools Showcase & Exposition that was 
held on February 28 at Gheens Academy and Durrett Auditorium 
in Louisville. Sauer says the event was designed to celebrate the 
students’ success, to educate the parents about what it means to 
learn a foreign language in elementary school, and to advocate 
for world language programs. Languages taught in JCPS include 
Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Latin, and Spanish, and each 
school set up a booth at the exposition where the work of students 
studying these languages was shared. 

The showcase part of the event featured student performances 
of dialogs, dances, and songs that highlighted the students’ world 
language and cultural knowledge. This was the first year the 
showcase and exposition was held, but Sauer is very pleased by 
the response and by all of the support the event received. “It was 
a tremendous success,” he says. “We had over 200 kids and over 
500 parents.”

On February 5 in Frankfort, KWLA staged its first ever “Lan-
guages and Legislators” event, which garnered some good media 
attention as it was covered by WTVQ 36 and by the Frankfort 
State Journal. About 100 middle and high school foreign language 
students from Franklin, Fayette, and Jessamine County schools 
participated in the event. The students staged a pop quiz, talked 
to the media, performed dialogs and songs in the capitol rotunda, 
and met with legislators. The pop quiz involved asking legisla-
tors, staff, and visitors to the capitol what time it was—in French, 
Spanish, Japanese, or Chinese. 

The Frankfort State Journal reported that of the 301 people 
polled by the students, 129 did not respond, 126 responded in 
English, and 46 responded accurately in the correct language. 

As a result, KWLA gave the city a C-minus. According to Sauer, 
although this is the first time the pop quiz was done in Frankfort, 
similar events have been held in Lexington and Louisville. At those 
events, Lexington received a C-minus, and Louisville received a 
D. In Sauer’s view, the quizzes serve as a test for measuring where 
Kentucky is as it prepares to host about 500,000 visitors for the 
2010 World Equestrian Games. 

Sauer also sees the visit to the capitol as a great public relations 
event in multiple ways because it targeted more than one group. 
“The students got a tour of the capitol and got to talk to the legis-
lators, which was an extraordinarily educational event for them,” 
he explains. “The parents were very appreciative, and we got 
responses thanking us and asking how they could further support 
world languages.”

Sauer says that the legislators were very impressed by the 
students, and adds that, “Any time you can bring in the smiling 
faces of elementary school children, it is bound to create a posi-
tive experience and highlight the importance of starting language 
programs in elementary schools in order to achieve high levels of 
proficiency.” 

Sauer and his colleagues in Kentucky, along with their stu-
dents, are doing their part to make their state more aware of the 
value of language learning—from the events they have held, to the 
Discover Languages bulletin board in the district’s professional 
development center, to the Discover Languages banners that are 
proudly displayed in all 21 high schools in the district, to the 
House Resolution.

If there is one thing that Sauer feels it is important to share 
with his fellow language educators, it is this: “These events are 
really not that much work and are easier to organize than you 
think—and the payoff is big. It’s an investment worth making.”

Continue to  

celebrate
While we may all take February as a special 
month to focus on Discover Languages, we 
can continue to promote language learning 
throughout the year with Discover Languages 
logo products, available through the online 
product store at www.DiscoverLanguages.org. 

And don’t forget to check the website regu-
larly for the latest on the Discover Languages 
campaign and advocacy efforts throughout 
the United States!
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